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X RECESSION 

UNEMPLOYMENT 

JOB SHORTAGES 


...SHE GOT LAID OFF. SOON 
AFTER, EVEN AS SHE WAS 
FORCED TO MOVE DUE TO 
FAMILY CIRCUMSTANCES, 
SHE WAS ABLE TO COME 
UP WITH A SOLUTION 
THANKS TO THE HELP OF 
THE PEOPLE IN HER LIFE. 



GOING TO GRAD 
SCHOOL DIDN'T HELP 
MIKURIMOR/YAMA FIND 
A JOB, AND JUST WHEN 
SHE HAD RESIGNED HER¬ 
SELF TO LIFE AS A TEMP 
WORKER... 
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PEOPLE KEEP 
ON HOPING, 


EVEN IN THIS ERA 
OF AN AGING 
POPULATION. 


NO MATTER HOW MUCH YOU CRY, THE SUN WON'T RISE FASTER. 


FORGET THE TEARS. NIGHT AND DAY ARE JUST WHAT YOU MAKE 'EM. 


Tnothing: just grin and take 































































































The night 
before 


YOU'RE 
THE ONE 
WHO DID 
ALL THE 
WORK. 


I HAD A 
LOT OF FUN, 
THOUGH. 


GOOD JOB 
THESE LAST 
COUPLE 


WHEN I OPENED 
THE DOOR TO MY 
ROOM, I NOTICED 
A FAINT SCENT IT 
WAS NICE. 






























OH MY GOD! 
THIS IS LIKE SLEEP¬ 
ING TOGETHER... 
OR I MEAN, I 
IMAGINE SO. 


DID HER SMELL 
GET TRAPPED IN 
THE SHEETS BECAUSE 
SHE LAID DOWN IN 
THE BED AFTER 
HER BATH? 


WHAT THE 
HELL ? 
























I HAD A DIRTY 
DREAM... 


I CAN HARDLY REMEMBER 
IT, BUT SOMEHOW, I KNOW 
IT WAS DIRTY. 


WHAT IF IT WAS 
ABOUT MIKURI? 
I MEAN, I CAN'T 
REMEMBER... 


...BUT WHAT 
IF IT WAS?! SHE'S 
MY EMPLOYEE! 
THIS IS BAD... 


I CAN'T 
LOOK HER IN 
THE FACE THIS 
MORNING! 


OH, GOOD 
MORNING, 
HIRAMASA-SAN. 
BREAKFAST IS 
JUST ABOUT 
READY. 


I'M 

GOOD TODAY 
ACTUALLY 


AND WITH THAT... 
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UMM, 

WE JUST REALLY 
LIKE TO HAVE OUR 
RICE FRESH. 



OH, DO MARRIED 
COUPLES NORMAL. Y 
BUY A FIVE-CUP RICE 
COOKER FOR WHEN 
THEY HAVE KIDS? 


I'M WORKING FOR 
HIRAMASA-SAN, THOUGH, 
NOT STARTING A FAMILY 
WITH HIM. 


;ii tn HOW DO YOU \ life 

il 1 MAKE YOUR RICE, | J‘ II ■ 
mi KAZAMI-SAN? > iMks 
























































PON'T I HAVE A 
SIH6LE TALENT? i 



I DON'T HAVE 
ANYTHING I CAN 
SELL TO THE 
WORLD... 
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HOWEVER MUCH 
MONEY YOU MAY 
HAVE, I SUPPOSE 
AT THE END OF THE 
DAY, IT'S JUST A 
SUBSTITUTE FOR 
THE THINGS YOU 
REALLY NEED. 


COME TO 
THINK OF IT, WHEN 
GOODS WERE SCARCE 
RIGHT AFTER THE WAR, 
DIDN'T PEOPLE TRADE 
CLOTHES TO FARMERS 
FOR FOOD AND STUFF 
LIKE THAT? 












































Y'KNOW, YOU 
COULD'VE BOUGHT 
A RICE COOKER ON 
AMAZON AND GOTTEN 
FREE SHIPPING. 




AMAZON DOESN'T 
PAY CORPORATE 
TAX IN JAPAN, 
THOUGH, SO THAT 
WOULDN'T DO 
THE ECONOMY 
ANY GOOD. 







BUT THREE 
KILOGRAMS REALLY 
IS HEAVIER THAN IT 
SOUNDS. 


SHOULD I 
HAVE GONE 
AND BOUGHT 
IT WITH 




BESIDES, 

I PICKED IT UP ON 
THE WAY BACK FROM 
GROCERY SHOPPING. I'D 
FEEL BAD ABOUT MAKING 
YOU TAG ALONG FOR THE 
WHOLE TRIP. 












E 

















MAYBE I'M 
EXPECTING TOO 
MUCH FROM MY 
BOSS. 


IT'S JUST THAT I LIKE 
HOW HE'S ALWAYS 
COMMENTED ON MY 
COOKING UNTIL NOW. 
I GUESS I STARTED TO 
EXPECT THAT WITHOUT 
REALIZING IT. 
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HAS ANYONE EVER REQUITED MY 
ROMANTIC FEELINGS FOR THEM? 


DO I THINK ANYONE EVER WILL ? 












A JOB WHERE INSTEAD 
OF TRYING TO MAKE A 
BUNCH OF MONEY... 


...YOU'RE 
JUST TRYING 
TO MAKE A 
LIVING. 
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THAT WOULD 
MAKE IT HARD 
TO KEEP LIVING 
TOGETHER. , 


SHE'S BEING SO 
NICE TO ME WHEN 
I'M UNDER SO 
MUCH PRESSURE. 
AT THIS RATE, I'M 
GOING TO END UP 
LIKING HER IN THE 
WRONG WAY. 











MOVING, right; 
IF YOU TELL ME 
EXACTLY WHAT 
WE'RE LOOKING 
FOR, I CAN TAKE 
CARE OF EVERY¬ 
THING/ 


...TO A TWO-BED¬ 
ROOM APARTMENT 
WHERE WE CAN 
EACH HAVE OUR 
OWN ROOMS. 



I KEEP LOSING MY COOL WHEN SHE GETS TOO CLOSE. 




AND I'M ONE OF mU-HfA 
THE BEST PROS } 1J \- 

M THERE IS... \ 




SOME PEOPLE 
THINK GUYS LIKE ME 
STAY BACHELORS 
BECAUSE WE CAN'T 
FIND A WOMAN WE 
LIKE, BUT THAT'S 
NOTIT. 


I DON'T EVEN \J 
KNOW IF THAT’S \ 

A GOOD THING 
OR A BAD THING 

ANYMORE. fe, ir^r 5 


m 


THE REAL PROS (?> STAY 
ETERNAL BACHELORS 
BECAUSE WE END UP 
LIKING WOMEN SO EAS¬ 
ILY THAT WE CAN NEVER 
MAKE IT GO ANYWHERE. 













































I HAVEN'T 
GONE STRAW¬ 
BERRY PICKING 
SINCE I WAS 














YOU'RE ALWAYS 
GETTING INVITED 
PLACES, HIRAMASA- 
SAN. YOU MUST BE 
POPULAR. 




/ , 

■ / 1 
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IF YOU MEET HIM ONCE, I 
THINK HINO-SAN WILL SHUT 
UP ABOUT WANTING TO 
SEE YOU, AND THIS SEEMS 
BETTER THAN HAVING HIM 
COME OVER. 


IT'S NO 
PROBLEM. 
I'M ACTUALLY 
LOOKING 
FORWARD 
TO THIS/ 
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HINO-SAN'S 
DAUGHTER GOT THE 
STOMACH FLU, SO 
KAZAMI-SAN AND 
NUMATA-SAN ARE 
COMING TOMOR¬ 
ROW, INSTEAD. 



YOUNG 

CHILDREN SURE 
ARE A LOT OF 
WORK, HUH? 


1 PON'T KNOW, 
THOUGH. / 



HE SAID IT'S THE 
SECOND TIME 
SHE'S HAD IT, SO 
IT SHOULDN'T BE 
TOO BAD. 


HMM, MY 
PARENTS HAVE 
A CAR, BUT I 
DON'T HAVE A 
LICENSE. 


NOW, THE ONLY 
PROBLEM IS THAT 
NO ONE HAS A CAR 
THAT WE CAN USE 
TOMORROW. 








































































LIVING/DINING ROOM 
PLUS THE KITCHEN IS 
ABOUT 24 SQUARE 
METERS TOTAL, 
AND THE BEDROOM 1 
IS ABOUT lO 
SQUARE METERS. 


IT'S REALLY CLOSE TO | 
WHERE HIRAMASA- 
SAN WORKS, AND 
I THINK THE PLACE 
MEASURES ABOUT 50 I 
' SQUARE METERS. 




ABOUT lOO US DOLLARS. 









COME TO THINK OF IT, \ 
THESE TWO HAVE BEEN A \ 
LITTLE STRANGE LATELY, 
YURI-SAN. THEY DON'T 
SEEM LIKE NEWLYWEDS / 
AT ALL. / 


NO, WELL, I 
MEAN, YEAH, 
YOU COULD 
SAY THAT. 


ARE YOU 
DOING SOME 
SORT OF WORK 
FROM HOME, 
MIKURI? / 


' MM 







: 


' DO YOU NEED \Q 
STORAGE SPACE? \ 
THERE ARE A LOT 5 
OF PLACES TO PUT R 
THINGS IN THIS / : 
V CONDO. J# 


m 





















WELL, IT'S PROBABLY 
DIFFERENT FOR FAMILIES 
OR PEOPLE WHO DON'T 
LIVE IN THE CITY, BUT FOR 
URBAN BACHELORS LIKE 
ME, IT'S JUST A WASTE 
OF MONEY. THERE'S NOT 
MUCH I CAN'T DO 
WITHOUT ONE. 


HAVING A CAR 
IS NICE, THOUGH. YOU 
CAN GO WHEREVER YOU 
WANT WHENEVER YOU 
WANT WITHOUT MAKEUP 
AND NO MATTER WHAT 
YOU'RE WEARING. 
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OR, I MEAN, THIS IS THE 
OFF SEASON/ NOT MANY 
PEOPLE KNOW WHAT A 
DEAL YOU CAN SET IN 
APRIL. LET'S KEEP AT IT/ 


COME TO THINK 
OF IT, YURI-CHAN SAID 
THAT ACQUAINTANCE 
OF HERS WAS MOVING 
DURING GOLDEN 
WEEK. 






THAT CONDO'S IN 
A GOOD LOCATION, 
IT'S PRETTY BIG, AND 
IT'S AFFORDABLE. 


IT WOULD 

HAVE BEEN PERFECT IF IT 
HAD TWO BEDROOMS, 
BUT THERE'S NO POINT IN 
EVEN MOVING IF THERE'S 
ONLY ONE. 


BEDROOM HAS 
TWO CLOSETS, 
AND IT'S 10.7 
SQUARE METERS. 












m 
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I THREW 
AWAY A BUNCH 
OF CLOTHES I 
DON'T WEAR 


YEAH, IT'S HARD TO 
THROW CLOTHES AWAY 
IF THEY WERE EXPENSIVE, 
BUT THE CHEAP STUFF 
IS EASY. 


THERE WERE A LOT 
OF THEM I BOUGHT JUST 
BECAUSE THEY WERE 
CHEAP BUT NEVER EVEN 
WORE. THEY WERE LIKE 
NEW, BUT I JUST 
TOSSED THEM IN THE 
RECYCLING. 

























IF HIRAMASA- 
SAN FIRED ME, I 
WONDER IF I'D 
BE ABLE TO FIND 
ANOTHER JOB. 


MAYBE HE'LL MARRY 
A SLOB-OR RATHER, 
A BUSY WOMAN-AND 
THEY'LL REHIRE ME. 


WORK, 
HUH? 








OH UNEMPLOYMENT... 





































WITHOUT ME, THAT 
JOB WILL BE DONE 
BETTER- 


JOB HUNTING, 
BUT EVERYDAY 
I'M LEARNING... 
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BUT I'M.. 






NICE TO 
MEET YOU. 
I'M RYOTA 
KAZAMI. 


I HEARD 
YOU WERE 
A SYSTEMS 
ENGINEER. 


TSUCHIYA-SAN, 
ISN'T HE JUST 
THE CUTEST? 


EBISAWA- 
SAN, YOU'RE 
BLUSHING LIKE , 
SCHOOLGIRL. 


RYOTA KAZAMI, 
HUH? SEEMS LIKE 
A GOOD NAME 
FORA BARREL 
MAKER. 




















































YOU'VE BEEN 

PRETENDING EVERYTHING'S 
FINE FOR FOUR MONTHS 
NOW. IT'S GOTTEN OLD, 
HASN'T IT? 


/ ISN'T IT A 
LITTLE LATE 
2 FOR ALL 
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I CAN'T SAY THAT 
SHE'S NOT IN THE WAY 
AT ALL, BUT SHE'S 
VERY HELPFUL, TOO. 


































STHl 


J BUT Y KNOW, IF I 

] GET THE CHANCE, 

I'D LIKE TO GIVE IT 
\ ANOTHER SHOT. 


IT'D BE NICE IF I 
COULD MAKE IT 
WORK A LITTLE 
BETTER THE 
SECOND TIME 
AROUND. 


PERSONALLY, I USED 
TO HAVE TROUBLE 
SEEING WHAT WAS 
SO GREAT ABOUT 
MARRIAGE... 


AT THIS POINT, 
I'LL PROBABLY 
NEVER MARRY... 


BUT YOU REALLY 
GET THE FEELING 
THAT THEY RESPECT 
AND APPRECIATE 
EACH OTHER. I LIKE 
THAT. 


THEY'RE A 
LITTLE OUT OF 
THE ORDINARY, WITH 
HOW BUSINESS¬ 
LIKE THEY ARE 
V ABOUT IT. 




WHOA, DO V 
SUCH COUPLES L 
REALLY EXIST? /I/ 
















YOU 

SOUND LIKE 
NUMATA- 
SAN. 


SERIOUSLY r 
DAMN, THAT 
SOUNDS LIKE 
SOMETHING 
OUT OF A SOAP 
OPERA. . 


THEY PROBABLY 
SIGNED A 
PRENUP OR 
SOMETHING. 





r, 














"OUR RELATIONSHIP IS HELP 
TOGETHER BY GRATITUDE." 
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...I'M NOT 
TOO SURE. 


BY THE WAY, 

I'M GOING TO LEAVE 
A COPY OF THE KEY 
WITH YOU WHILE I'M 
AWAY, TSUCHIYA-SAN. 


WHAT? 
WHY ME? 


YOU CAN STAND 
IN FOR ME AS 
THE LANDLORD 
AND TAKE CARE 
OF ANY TROUBLE 
THAT ARISES. 


JUST DON'T USE 
IT TO BREAK INTO 
MY PLACE. ☆ 


YOU'RE OUR \ 
GO-BETWEEN, l 
AREN'T YOU? / 


OF COURSE, IT 
WOULD BE BEST IF 
YOU DON'T HAVE 
TO USE THE KEY 
AT ALL. 


LIKE I 
WOULD/ 































HAVE YOU 
GUYS FOUND A 
PLACE YET? 


THE WOMAN 
WHO OWNS IT WILL 
BE MOVING DURING 
GOLDEN WEEK, SO 
SOMETIME AFTER 





mum m 


WHY ARE YOU 
GUYS SO INTENT 
ON GETTING A 
TWO-BEDROOM 
PLACE, ANYWAY? 



...WE HAVEN'T FOUND ANY 
PLACE THAT SEEMS GOOD, 
AND OUR SEARCH HAS BEEN 
LOSING STEAM. I GUESS 
THERE'S NO NEED TO RUSH, 
THOUGH. 
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Like a Carp on a Cutting Board 



SO THIS IS WHAT 
IT'S LIKE TO HAVE 
NOWHERE TO RUN. 



100 
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... WHAT I NEED TO DO IS 
BUY TIME AND REGAIN 
MY COMPOSURE. 







DO YOU HAVE 
ANY TIME IN THE 
EVENING? 


















WHAT SHOULD I DO? 



























WHAT SHOULD I DO? 




























































































DOES SHE 
MEAN... 





































I KNOW SHE WAS JUST PAYING 
UP SERVICE TO ME... 


...BUT I'M HAPPY ABOUT 
IT NONETHELESS. 























































IT'S NOT UKE STALLING... 
























A LOT THIS MONTH BECAUSE OF 
ALL THE HOUSE SEARCHING AND 
STRAWBERRY PICKING AND WHAT 
NOT, AND VEGETABLES WERE PRETTY 












...WHEN THERE'S A 
PROBLEM, PLEASE DON'T 
TRY TO HANDLE IT ALL BY 
YOURSELF. 


IN THE LATTER 
HALF OF THE MONTH, I 
TRIED MAKING LUNCHES AT 
HOME AND BUYING FEWER 
THINGS FOR MYSELF, BUT 
IT LOOKS LIKE I WAS TOO 
LATE. I'M SORRY. 


MIKURI- 

SAN... 


























I'M SO HAPPY.. 


I WANT TO 
SHOW HIM HOW 
GRATEFUL 
I AM! 


I WANT 


GREAT E 
HUG! 
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SOMEDAY 
YOU'LL SEE.., 


..I WANT t 
TO BE... j 













... THERE'S SOMETHING 
I'VE BEEN TRYING TO 
HANDLE ALL BY MYSELF. 























































































THEY WENT OUT DRINKING, JUST THE TWO OF THEM, 
AND IT WAS TSUZAKt-KUN WHO MADE THE FIRST MOVE. 


KAZAMhKUN SAID 
THAT HE HAD BEEN 
WAITING FOR A 
LONG TIME. 







THE NEXT DAY, 
KAZAMI-KUN HAS 
THAT SAME OLD 
SMILE ON HIS FACE, 
AND TSUZAKt-KUN 
CLEARLY SEEMS 
LOW ON ENERGY. 


BASED ON THAT, I IMAGINE... 
























HOW PIP WE GET FROM THAT... 
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THE REST OF THEM 
WOULD BE A BIT 
MORE EXPENSIVE, 
AS INSURANCE 
WON'T COVER 
THEM. 


YOUR INSURANCE 
WOULD COVER THE 
PALLADIUM FILLING. 
IT'S BASICALLY A 
“SILVER TOOTH." 


THE REINFORCED 

PLASTIC WOULD COST V 1 - 

42,000 YEN, AND U' " 

THE CERAMIC WOULD / , /[/ J /) \ 

COST 95,000.* /! / \ 


J THESE TWO 
n ARE THE GOLD 
J AND SILVER 
\ FILLINGS. 



CONSIDERING THE POSI- N 
TION OF THE TOOTH, YOUR 
FILLING WILL BE VISIBLE WHEN 
YOU SMILE. IF YOU'D LIKE 
TO AVOID HAVING A SILVER 
TOOTH, YOU SHOULD GO 
FOR REINFORCED PLASTIC / 
OR CERAMIC. / 
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SINCE WE DON'T KNOW 
WHETHER INSURANCE 
WILL COVER YOUR VISIT 
OR NOT, WOULD IT BE 
ALL RIGHT IF WE BILLED 
YOU NEXT TIME YOU 
COME IN? 


THERE’S NO 
WAY I CAN 
AFFORD THE 
CERAMIC. 


% //fill, 



I MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
MANAGE REINFORCED 
PLASTIC, BUT EVEN 
THAT ONE WOULD 
BECOME DISCOLORED 
AFTER FOUR OR FIVE 
YEARS. 
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m SO AM I 

JUST GOING 
TO HAVE TO 
GET A SILVER 
TOOTH? 


THERE'S NO WAY 
I COULD AFFORD 
NOT TO HAVE 
INSURANCE COVER 









...SOMETHING I 
WANTED TO TALK 
TO HER ABOUT. 
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Afterword 

This is my thirty-ei9hth tanbobon. 

Thanbfully, the reviews of volume one Were good, and it even 9cft a 
‘second rrinting. 

When ft Was about to come out, they Weren't 9oin9 to mint very 
many conies of it. My editor Was [ibe, "that maKes me mad■ I'll show 
them by sellin9 twice that many.” So I'm harry, or rather, relieved. 

I've done my own Iftftle rart by retWeeftin9 neonle's comments on 
my Worb more than usual, Maybe that's why some of my collea9ues 
in the industry have been tellin9 me they've read ft. I've been harry 
to hear that. 

At first, I Was Just horin91 could mabe this last as lon9 as your 
tyrical TV drama, so thirteen charters. Mow, ft's loobin9 Ube I'll reach 
that 9oaJ. 

I'm 9oin9 to beer Worj/in9 hard at itl 

When I Was wrftin9 the afterword for volume one, I Whined a lot 
about my arartment bein9 under renovation, but by now, I've 
comrletely settled in to my new rlace. 

Of course, at first, I had trouble believ’n9 it Was really my Mace 
every time 19ot in the bath. 

Still, my nice new bathroom has U9 Windows and the rainfall 
shower head I've always Wanted. My office 9iyes me a nice view of 
the sby and 9reenery While I Worb, and the toilet room is libe a bird- 
ca9e. I'm very harry With all of ft. I'm 9lad I had ft renovated, noW- 

I always Wanted to do a total renovation, but I Was never Sure I 
could do it While I Was Worbin9.1 9 uess it turns out that I couldl 

The hard rart is always the first ster. That's hoW everything is. 

After that, you have no choice but to finish what you've started. 

Between havin9 my Mace renovated While continuing to rublish my 
serial Worb, 9oin9 to Paris and Chian9 Mai, and my Mans to do 
another one-off for Morning magazine, 1 9 uess X've 9ot a lot on 
my Mate this year. 

Avery year in September, I buy a Manner that starts in October. 
I'm sure 9lad I rut my Mans for the renovation, travel, and one-off 
together last Sertember. 



Also, X used to WorK basically Without rest. X Manned my schedule 
by WorKin9 it out bacKWardS from my deadlines, and X Was always 
Just barely on -tor of thin 9 s. Lately, X've rethou9ht all that. 

XnsteaJ of restin9 When X finish a manuscript, X stay in WorK 
mode and Write the dialogue for the next one. then, X maKe some 
time to rest before X start a new manuscript. 

Once you've turned off the en9ine, it takes some time to start it 
bacK up a9ain, right'd As [on9 as X've 9ct the dialo9ue down, X can tell 
about hoW lon9 the rest Will taKe. 

that and one other thin9 have sped up my WorK. X call it the 
“forced Completion Quota System." 

for every breaK X taKe, X decide on a auota for about a tWo-hour 
period, and X maKe a note of it in the corner of my manuscript. 

fp/en if X haven't reached the auota by the end of that period, once 
X've taKen a breaK> X move on to the next one. Xf X finish early, X 
can move on to the next auota or maKe up for earlier ones that X 
didn’t meet. 

Doin9 this, X'm able to maKe it to the last pa9e by the scheduled day. 

X still have to finish the parts J haven't completed afterwards, but 
it's not HKe there's a ton left at that point, and the leftover pages 
tend to 90 pretty auicKly■ 

Anyway, this method lets me rest easy. Xt really 9ives me the 
feelin9 that x'm maKin9 pro 9 ress. 

Up till now, Whenever X 9ave myself Wi99le room, x'd end UP 
behind Schedule by JuSt the amount of Wi99le room that X'd 9iven 
myself, but this method has made thin9s 90 more smoothly. 

X do Worry that, at the end of the day, thin9S mi9ht turn out better 
the more time X Put into them. So, X'll Put things on the bacKburner 
and taKe another looK at them later. X feel IKe that helps me better 
Jud9e Where X’ve overdone it and Where X need to fix thin9s. 

X can't use this method for dialogue, thou 9 h. X f X 9et distracted from 
that, X have to start the en9ine up all over a9ain. 

X 9 uess -there's no perfect method, and everything requires a 
multi-pron9ed approach. 

Well, What comes after the H9 reveal Of) WHl be in the next volume. 

While X seek out the Way of doin9 things that suits me best, X'd IKe 
to continue to draw these characters' n v es as they seeK out their 
oWn Ways of doind thin 9 s. 



In the next volume., 


MSF' 


WHAT DO YOU 
WANT TO DO, 
HIRAMASA-SAN? 


TELL I"" - 
YOU 


KAZAMI AND TSUZAKI WANT TO 
SHARE MIKURI. WILL KAZAKH'S 
UNEXPECTED PROPOSITION 
DEVELOP INTO AN UNHEARD OF 
ARRANGEMENT? 




Volume 3 coming soooon!! 


Volume 3 
Coming 
Soooon!! , 


I'M EAGER TO 
SEE HOW YOU 
MAKE USE 
OF THE NEXT 
THREE DAYS. 


IT'S BEEN A 
LONG TIME 
SINCE I’VE 
LOOKED 
FORWARD TO 
DINNER. 






Running away is embarrassing, but useful, page 3 
13.3,3.4] 

This Hungarian proverb was the original title of this 
manga in Japanese. You can see it in Hungarian on the 
filler pages: “Szegyen a futas, de hasznos.” 



The Quiet Bird Doesn’t Get Shot, page 5 
[5.U 

This Japanese proverb describes a situation in which you 
can avoid something bad by keeping your mouth shut. 



Signs, page 16 
[16.1] 

These signs play on the advertisements of real 
companies: the financial company Marufuku, the food 
product company Ogichi, the soap company ADEKA, and 
Yasukawa Motors. 


Onbu Obake, page 16 
[16.31 

An onbu obake is a supernatural creature that likes to 
hitch rides on unsuspecting people’s backs. 




Kumaojirushi, page 18 
[18.1] 

This brand, Bear Mark in English, plays on the name 
of the real rice cooker company Zojirushi, or Elephant 
Mark. The image of a bear references another manga by 
Tsunami Umino called Kumaemon, which is about an 
extraterrestrial teddy bear. 








Isolationism, page 23 
[23.1] 

Mikuri is referring to sakoku, the isolationist policies of 
the Edo Shogunate between 1639 and 1854. During the 
period of sakoku, foreign trade was restricted severely, 
Christianity was outlawed, and entrance to or exit from 
Japan were almost completely forbidden. 


Takikomi gohan, page 31 
[31.2] 

This is a dish that involves cooking rice in a mix of broth, 
vegetables, meat, and spices, it is similar to the 
jambalaya of Louisiana or the paella of Spain. 




One Hour of a Spring Night is Worth More Than Gold, 

page 37 

[37.1] 

This is a line from “Spring Night” by the 
eleventh-century Chinese poet Su Shi. 



Mikuri’s aunt, page 53 
[53.1] 

Yuri doesn’t like being called Mikuri’s aunt because it 
makes her sound old. in Japanese, the word for aunt, 
obasan, is a homophone with “old woman.” 












Sanukiudon, page 58 
[58.4] 

This is the specialty udon of Kagawa prefecture. It’s 
known for its smooth texture. Located in the north of the 
southern Japanese island Shikoku, Kagawa prefecture has 
the highest udon consumption rate of all Japan. 


It’s Hard to Make the Good Things Last, page 67 

[67.1] 

In Japanese, the title of this chapter was roughly, “Clouds 
Can Cover the Moon; Wind Can Blow Flowers Away.” This 
proverb expresses how easy it is to lose good things. 


Golden Week, page 69 

[69.2] 

This is typically thought of as the period between April 
29th and May 5th. What makes this week special is the 
large number of holidays (and thus, days off) that take 
place within this relatively short span of time. There’s 
Showa Day on April 29th, May Day on May 1st, 
Constitution Memorial Day on May 3rd, Greenery Day on 
May 4th, and Children’s Day on May 5th. 


Pachinko, page 76 

[76.2] 

Gambling is illegal in Japan, so they have pachinko 
instead. A pachinko machine is something like a 
combination of a slot machine and a vertical pinball 
machine. You play the game using small metal balls that 
you can earn more of by winning. Those balls can then be 
traded in for small prizes, and you can take those prizes 
to separately managed “prize exchange locations” to 
exchange them for cash. 



Good name for a barrel maker, page 80 
[80.4] 

Kazami’s name includes the character for wind, and Yuri is referencing a Japanese 
saying, “If the wind blows, the barrel maker profits.” This saying is typically 
considered an example of an unlikely cause and effect, similar to the one about 
the butterfly flapping its wings causing a hurricane on the other side of the planet. 
The first record of this phrase is in the 1768 novel Seken Gakusha Katagi (The Nature 
of Social Scholars) by Sanjin Museki, and it is also known for appearing in the 
popular nineteenth-century comic travel novel Tokaido Hizakurige by Jippensha 
Ikku. There is a sort of logic to the saying. The idea is that if the wind blows, dirt 
will get in people’s eyes. If that happens, some of them will go blind, and they’ll 
have to busk for money. To do that, they’ll need shamisen (an instrument similar 
to a lute). To meet the increase in demand, shamisen makers will need more cat 
skins, and with fewer cats around, there will be more mice. The mice will nibble at 
people’s barrels, so they’ll need new ones. If more people need barrels, the barrel 
maker profits. 



Shiruko wafers, page 89 

[89.1] 

Shiruko wafers, or shiruko sando in Japanese, are small 
treats that consist of wafers with a mix of red beans, apple 
jelly, and honey sandwiched inside them. They’re said to 
taste like shiruko, which is a soup of sweet red beans with 
rice cakes and dumplings. The company that produces 
shiruko wafers, Matsunaga Seika, is based out of Aichi 
prefecture, where Nagoya is located, too. 



Like a Carp on a Cutting Board, page 99 

[99.1] 

The title of this chapter is a Japanese idiom. It refers to 
being in a position where something bad is about to 
happen, and there’s nothing you can do about it. There’s 
no point even in struggling, because it’s all in someone 
else’s hands. 



The Carp’s Home, page 124 

[124.1] 

Mikuri’s song is in the style of enka, popular music that 
makes heavy use of traditional Japanese instruments and 
composition. Koi, or carp, is a homophone of the word 
for love or romance. Hence, being a cheap carp hints at a 
jilted love. 








Like a Bird Flying up from Under Your Feet, page 131 
[131.11 

This Japanese idiom refers to something sudden and 
unexpected happening. It’s inspired by the behavior of 
some birds, which will stay in their nest as you approach 
until you get very close, at which point they’ll suddenly fly 
away (up from under your feet) for fear of being crushed. 
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Supreme Ruler of the Century’s End, page 133 
[133.1] 

Hino is referencing Fist of the North Star. In this manga, 
the antagonist Raoh is a warlord known as the Supreme 
Ruler of the Century’s End in a world devastated by 
nuclear war. 



Tankobon, page 164 
[164.1] 

Most manga start out by being serialized in a magazine. 
When the chapters are collected into a book, that book is 
called a tankobon. 


Afterword 

This is m'j thirty-eighth tanjtobon. 

ThanKf ulb, the review of volume one were good, and it even got a 
second printing. 

When it Was about to come out, they weren’t going to arint very 
many conies of tt. My editor was UKe, "That maltes me mad■ X’ll show 
them by selling Mce that many.” So I'm honey, or rather, relieved- 
I’ve done my own little nart by retWeeUng neonle’s comments on 
my worK more than usual- Maybe that's why some of my colleagues 
in the industry have been telling me they've read it. I've been harry 
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